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EXCESS BAGGAGE
RATE TOO HIGH

L. C. T. Convention Expected to
Deal With That Question

al Convention.

WORD AS TO PARCELS POST

'.Delegates Attend Theatre Party,
and Will Go Down James

River To-Day.

Sweltering, yet ready for a fight or a|
frolic, the 600 visiting delegates to the
sixteenth annual convention of the
Grand Council. Cnlte.l Commercial
Travelers, brushed over the openlnp
exercises yesterday morning in the
Jefferson Hotel auditorium and oionr-
rd the d-cks for the serious busi¬
ness which Is to come. The two liusl-
1.« ss sessions of yesterday, while drnl-
Iiir mostly With routine matters. Serv¬
ed to indicate the trend of notion to he
ti.kon betöre ad inurnment.

it was significant that both the
president, In hi* annual address, and
the secretary, In bis. made mention of
the parcels post nnd tts direct Infill-
ence on the commercial traveler, of
further significance was the applause
which greeted those, unfavorable refer¬
ences, wise heads aay this conven¬
tion is going on record against the pro-
rosed postal innovation, and the whole
tiufsticn will be threshed out lo-mor-

row morning at the third business ses¬
sion.

if equal importance in the eyes of
the 16.000 men composing this division
cf the order Is the present rale on ex¬
cess baggage. It was common talk
atOUnd the convention hall yesterday
afternoon that this matter would bo
made subject for vigorous action, the
<!i legates being unanimous in the opin¬
ion that excess baggage rates are ex¬
orbitant. There will bo. strenuous de¬
bate on tile parcels post Saturday, but
Hille argument In regard to the bag-
gagi proposition.
Some disagreement Is certain over

the parcels post, but conservatives arc
confident that the opponents uf tho
measure far out number those In fa-
for of it.

I'lgnire on Elections.
Already there Is much quiet cam¬

paigning afoot for the election of
grand officers, which is' scheduled to
lake place Saturday morning. This
talk Is confined almost solely to the
. lection of sentinel, this being the only
ofllce to bn filled by open election by
the delegates. There are dark horses!
aplenty, but the leading candidates
seem to bo Earnest T. >icoks. of Nor-1
folk: L. J,. Shaffer, of Cumberland, and
W. W. Mansfield, "f Washington. A
good-spirited tight will be waged about
these three men.

List night everybody went to the
Academy of Music for a theatre, party,
and business was forgotten, while the
merry travelers and their wives ap¬
plauded Miss LaVerne and her com¬
pany In "The Greatest Thing In the
World." The officers and counselors
occupied the boxes and came In for
generous attention from the delegate'
In the pit. Delegates from distant
points arriving late In the afternoon
dropped In to see the show, and tho
house was eventually filled to over-
llowing.
Streets Lading to the JoffCrSOIl Ho¬

tel will be thronged to-day as the lut-
> st arrivals appeal'. Fully 1,000 mole
delegates are expected to reach tlTe
city tp-day, and although these will |

hfi too lato for the Jamestown excurs¬
ion Jaunt, they will be In ample time
for tbe serious business to-mori'ow.
t»Irl King Cole Wll rule the day when
the vleltors go aboard the. steamer
1'ocJbnntns this morning at 8.30
o'clock, and tremendous, preparations
have been made for making the day
memorable. The b'p party will return
to the city In lime to witness I". C. T.
degree work by the Bluestone Council's
lioKTee Team to-nlsht in tno Jefferson
Hotel.

Yenr'n Work Reviewed.
After a morning session devobfd to

addresses of welcome and prelimina¬
ries, the delegates settled down to bus¬
iness in the- afternoon. The. chief
points in the annual address of Grand
Counselor Thornburg were recommen¬
dations for resolutions against the par-
els post, tho passage of bills rogUlat-
ing hotel rates and accommodations,
and the appointment of a reprc-Hcntativa
to visit all the councils of the district
In turn. His report showed the Ordot
to be in n flourishing nondlllon.
A review of the insurance depart¬

ment of the order was made by Secre¬
tory Brown in his annual report, his
llgurea showing that nearly S50.00Q had
bene disbursed by the order lost year
for indemnity benefits alone. Accord¬
ing to his report, the organisation la
tin the most satisfactory basis of its
existence. The affairs of the orticr, h*
stated, were thoroughly satisfactory to
Slate insurance commissioners and
fully within the lnsurnnce statutes.
The reports of the grand treasurer. AmP. Chambers, and the grand auditing

committee were read anil referred to
committees for review. Perfect satis-'
faction with the affairs of the secro- I
tary's and the treasurer's o'nl c was |expressed by tho ntiditlng commltt»*.Radical suggestions regarding the be- .

havlor of subordinate secretaries weremade by this oommittee.
The West Virginia delegation took

possession of the floor with a motionthat the name of th« organization be
changed so us tr> Include specifically the

."' Mr. Bergengren's pirates have brought him fameand fortune. "Hurrah For Me!" is a pirate story
.a story of pirates that are acknowledged the most
amusing characters of recent American fiction.One of them is locked up to fatten in a mud housewith six native wives and with nothing but metal
trouser buttons to scrape his way to freedom.

There Isn't Any Good Reason Why
You Shouldn't Laugh, Is

There? Then Read"Hurrah for Me!"
Other contributors of special note are; Mrs. C. N.Williamson, with an installment of "If the Sea CouldTell," and "Women of the Great Outdoors."
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name of West Virginia. The motion
asked that the present title. "The Order
of United Commercial Travelers of
America, Kcntcky. the Virginias and
Maryland." be changed i<> read, "The
Order of United Commercial Travelers
of America. Kentu ky, Virginia, "West
Virginia and Maryland." The deter¬
mination took with the delegates, and
the amendment was adopted and or¬
dered printed for distribution.

Committee* Appointed.
The following committees were ap¬

pointed by the. grand counselors:
State of tho Order.N. D Vincent. T.

C. Abbott. J, T. Iluklc. J. R. Jenes.
Resolutions.W. A. Sllccr, R. M. Ste¬

phens, Fergus Bowman. .lames A. Con-
way.

Special Committee -r. E. Zook, R. L.
Slade. W. D. T. Sh. pli< rd.
Charters anO Dispensations.\V. H.

McLaughlin. O. U Wells, J. D. Stocy.
Mileage and Per Diem.W*. C. Leo¬

nard, C. F. Tempi, ton, W. K. J n
T. J. Frettyman.
Press.Arthur Levy, J. W. Hunt. J.

G. Cramer.
Necrology.II. A. Lightner, O. AV.

Fields, c. W. Smith
Credentials..1 L Huff, s. 13. Fea'.h-

orstone, T. T. Klhler.
. 'et Itoynl Welcome,

The hotel auditorium was thronged
yesterday morning when Senior Coun¬
selor Levy officially tiled to order the
sixteenth annual convention of the
United Commercial Travelers. Follow¬
ing a prayer by the Rev. W, C. .lames.
D. 1 >.. Mayor D. Richardson pre¬
sented lh'- keys of the city to the vis¬
itors and wished them a hearty wel¬
come. Governor Mann, speaking next,
oxtonded h greeting on behalf of the
State, while President Carrlngton. of
the Chamber of <". .inneren, offered the
rh legates the glad hand from the bus¬
iness men of Richmond. Greetingsfrom the Supreme Council iwere grace-
fully presented by O. E. Barker, and
the Rev. II. I >. C. Maelachlan delivered
a very humorous ten-minute talk to
the traveling men.
Responses to ihe welcome on behalf

of the visitors was made by Grand
Counselor Thornburg. The Chamber of
Commerce had another opportunity to
Welcome the visitors when XV. T. Dab-
ney, the business manager of tli» chain-
b« r, offen d a few closing remarks.
The benediction was pronounced by Dr.
F.. N. Callsch. Interspersed between
the addresses were musical selections
by Kcssnlch'a Muni 'Ipal Band, a solo by
B. T. Meeks, of Norfolk, and a duet by
Mrs. .Iasp<-r Howe and Miss Mitchell.

ft, ftrnsvennr Dune llmlgnn.
Washington, June «..G. GroavcnorDawe to-day resigned as managingdirector of i!:. Southern CommercialCongress and was succeeded by Clar¬ence .1. Owens secretary-treasurer,elected by the '\ceut!ve officers. Mr.Dawe expects t.. devote his lime Infuture tu study of questions of na¬tional development as affected bycomm.. real oi ganlxatlons.

OBITUARY
Miss Essie May Roberta.

Special to The Times-Dispatch.)East Radford, Va., June 6..Miss Ea-i
sie .Ma,- Roberts, .laughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Arthur Roberts, of Fast Radford.
lied Wed in Rda afternoon >¦ t 11 o'clock,
after a long illness. Service!? were
held at Grove Avenue Church on Thurs¬
day ami Interment was made in C'cn-
ttal Cemetery.

Mr». Sarah It. Ilnniey.
[Special \-, The Times-Dispatch. 1
Kllsabeth City, X. C, June 6. Mrs.

Sarai! 1!. Ilarney passed away las.l night
at Ihe hon.f her daughter. Mrs. Sel¬
be Ilarney, in West Ma'n Street. Sur¬
viving her -. three grandchildren.She was the widow of Captain A. Sut-
tpn Ilarney, well known in marine cir¬
cles of this section of the State.
The funeral services will be held at

to o'clock Friday morning from the
home.

Mrs. \\ I|i|am Bestir.
[Special i., Tiw Tlmes-Dlspatch.JFranklin, v.. June »>..Mrfs. William

lieah aged si ty-nva years, died at
her home last night, at S O'clock; She
was Miss Gm Jones bt.forc her mar¬
riage, she i- survived by four chil¬
dren- John Ucale, of Franklin; Wil¬
liam Reale, of Hanover; Mrs. Arthur
ircttlgrew, of ^outh Richmond, and
Airs. Roger Jones, of Franklin.

DEATHS
BASS- Died his residence, on Pe-tersburg Turnpike, near South Rich¬
mond. Jui.. ,,i 3 p. M., I* A. BASS,in lh.- sixtieth vcar of his age. Heleaves wlfi and two children to
mourn t).. :r loss.Funeral hi o'clock THIS (Friday)AFTERNOON' from Decatur StreetM K. Ulm anil intrrmont in
Maury Cemetery.

COX.Died, Tuesday evening al It
O clock, lh, residence of her SOn-ln-law, i: v Throckmorton, no 1
North Thirty-second Street. MKS.
.IAQUELINK io.\. in the. eighty-fourth year of her age.Funeral win takcplaeo from Uio
residence THIS (Friday) AFTER¬NOON at j ,, clock. interment In
LXUM VQQd

IMMENSE POWER
SHOULD BECURBED
Manager of Clearing House As¬

sociation Concede? Need of
Judicial Regulation.

MONEY TRUST PROBE STARTS

First Session of House Commit-j
tee on Hanking Held

in New York.
New YorK, June 6..The Immense

power wielded by the New York Clear¬
ing House Association over the banks
of, the country's financial centre and]arbitrarily lodged in the hands of rive
men. should be placed under judicial!
regulation! it was conceded by Wil¬
liam Sherr, manager of Ihe associa¬
tion! on the witness stand to-day.
Mr. Sherr was Ihe chief witness at'

the first hearing held by thi Houso
Committee r>n Banking and Currency;
which is Investigating the so-calledI
money trust. |The committee came to New Yorkjto-day to take such testimony as Its
pr.wer will permit pending the passage
of the amendment to the banking law
In the Senate, under which the com¬
mittee hopes to be nple tu enforce from
tho banks Its demands f.. the informa¬
tion whb h it expects to make the basis
of remedial legislation,
While to-day's Inquiry was charact¬

erized by chairman Pujo as "collateral"'
to the main scope of the Inquiry. Sam¬
uel l.'ntermyor. special counsel for the!
committee. developed through Mr.]Sinn's testimony to the effect that thejdestiny of practically every iln.in<lul|
Institution in New- York was poten¬
tially at the mercy of the "mere whim,determination or order" of tin- Bve men
who compose the "New York ClearingHouse Committee."

Mr. Untormyor referred to the rcgu-
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In tlorij, of the association conferring
this, power as ..monstrous." and also
|raised the question as to whether the
association did not violate the inter¬
state commerce laws In the hanking
operations of its members «Ith out-
of-town hanks.
The r'e.irliiK house committee, rom-

'posed of Frank a. Vanderllp, president
lof the National City Hank, the lnrgest
[in the country: James r;. Cannon,
r.resident of th-- fourth National Hank;
Walter E. ri« w. president of the Corn
Exchange Ba'nk; Itlehnrd Dclaflold,
president ef the National Park Hank,
and Otto T. Bannard, president of the
New York Trust Company, had full
power over the admissions to mem¬
bership, nerordlnc to the testimony of
. he wltners. and the power of sus-

I- nMoru
"Then II rests with these five men

os to whether they can keep a com¬

petitor OUt Of the association?" In¬
quired Mr Uhtcrmyer. "Don't you
think that Is a mnnstious regulation
for an Institution doing an Inter¬
state business?"
.The average hanker has a moral

status t > maintain," replied Mi. Sh'err.
"He reallr.es that lie can make morel
money by walking straight than rook-
ed 1 have ncu r Itnc/wn honorable j
men who are able to fulfil the tinan- j
clal requirements for admission to be,
ret used. If the committee look tue.

narrow view of keeping out a compel.
ltor It would react against them.
Merchants and huslnos men. who uro I
title banks' largest customers, would
never stand for unjust «llsorlmltiatlon.

"I am not speaking of motives;" pur-
sued mi- attorney, . but of the unbridled
and unlicensed power of these men.

Doh't yoti think Ibis power should b<:
I subject to Judl lnl review and control?"

Mr Sherr then expressed that the
'clearing II use Association was a vol¬
untary Institution, similar to a privat*
club, and that no court would hold tii.it
a voluntary Institution could be com-

polled lo ap ept as a member any one

who could not comply with Its regula-
Hons.

,Hut you know that this great power
exists. Sh -uld It not be Judicially con-
trolled?"

"I agree with you." finslly conceded
Mr. Sherr. "Where there is a wrong
it should be corrected;"

"And this mere whim, determina¬
tion, or order, whatever you are to
CHll II, to stop clearing for non-
member banks. Itun't you think that
is too great a power without judicial j
review?" '

The witness again gave an nfumia-[
live answer, hut asserted that in thei
exercise of the power "It is not so bad
as it looks," citing a recent Instance
where Ihe committee's power was ex¬
ercised f. pr. vent an institution whose
officers were "not of good character"
from obtaining membership by buying!
out und merging with n clear'ns- '

house bunk.
"flood character often depends upon

which group of banks you belong to,
doesn't It'.'" uuericr Mr. 1'ntermyer.

"Oh. I don't admit that." said the
witness.

Mr. L'ntcrmyer raised the question
of the violation of the Interstate law«
when he brought out from the wit¬
ness that by taxing the collection of
clocks on out-of-town banks, the
New York el.a rl ug-house Institutions
"levied mi the country a tribute" of
over ||S.nun.null annually.
This tax, which tins the first Im¬

posed by tin- clearing house In 1899,
amounts to ono-quartor of l per cent.,
or one-tenth of I per cent., according
tc the territory from fhlch the check
originates. Mr. Sherr said, and any batik
charging a less amount Is subject, ac¬

cording to the rules, to expulsion after
a second offense.

"Don't you realize that the collection
of out of town checks in this manner
1;: in restraint of trade?" asked Mr.
Untcrmycr, after pointing out that it
was impossible for the clearing house
banks to compete with each other for
a customer's account by ofTerlng. for
example, to collect their checks for
nothing.

Mr. Sherr admitted Hint tho clear¬
ing house was "an important factor in
interstate commerce, but again point¬
ed out that it whs a purely voluntary
organisation and that a bank not car¬
ing to pay the tax imposed, he said, to
cover the cost of collection, could with¬
draw. After Mr. Hntermyer had read
Into the record evidence that the cost
of collecting checks In Boston was

only 7 cents on $1,000, compared with
the charge in New York of from $1 to
f-' ,".ii per 41.000, be remarked:
"IVnks hnvc been obliged to close

up because their clearln" house privi¬
leges lias been withdrawn, hoven'l
they?"

"Yes," suLil Mr. Sherr.
"Just a rumor that It Is to be ex¬

pelled win cause a run on the bank,
won't It?"
"That Is liable to be true."
"Well, then, the idea of n bank al¬

lowing Itself to be expelled on ac¬
count of the colectioh rule Is Incoh-
cclvabe," commenlo dine attorney.

"I think that if I were president
of a bank and felt that I was being
unjustly used i could announce that
fact and Withdraw without, any danger
to my institution." said ho witness.
He admitted the Impnsiion of the col¬
lection tax was not properly a function
nt a clearing house association.

Clamor Ends Only When Letter
From Ncbraskan Is

Read.

SAYS HE'S NOT CANDIDATE

Wilson Wins Minnesota Converts
tion, With Its Twenty-

Four Delegates.
Dnluth. ..iliui.. June 6..Mlnncsots

Democrats In State convention to-daj
vote.l to send a full delegation ot
twenty.four delegates to the Balti¬
more convention with Instructions li
vote for Woodrow Wilson. It war
agreed, however, that whenovcr. Ir.
the opinion of two-thirds of the dele-
Ration, Wilson'« nomination in Im¬
possible, the vote may be thrown t-ianother candidate.

Victory came lor the Wilson force«
only after followers of Champ Clarkand William -I. Bryan had made an
atteu.pt to havo the delegate* citherInstructed for Bryan or not Instructedat all. As a result of the altciliptto stampede the convention for Bryanthe hall was In an uproar for mOMthan an hour, During nil that Urne
however, the name of Clark was noi
mentioned, even by those who con-
tended for an unlnstructed delegation.
Several delegates who are Haid te
fa\or Clark arc oh the list, but the',
ate under Instructions to vote for Wil¬
son. The Clark manager. H. S. Wil¬
liams, said aft. the convention thai
he would carry his light to the na¬
tional convention at Baltimore. The
Wilson men selected Fred B. Lynch, ol
St. Paul, for national ommltteeman.
It became evident early in the con¬
test that the opposition to Wilson was
hopelessly In the minority.
John M. Freeman, a Wilson man,

was named temporary chairman with¬
out opposition. M. C. Tlft, of Minne¬
apolis, was made permanent cha'rman
in the same, manner. Opponents ol
Wilson made an effort to send the
delegates to Baltimore instructed for
Bryan or unlnstructed. Several lauda¬
tory speeches were made m favor ot
the Nebraskan, and his name was loud¬
ly cheered. The clamor for Bryan end-
rd when Guy Thomas, of Minneapolis,
read a letter from Mr. Bryan saying
he was not a candidate for President,
and John W. Freeman mode an ad-
dr. ss urging that as the majority of
Minnesota voters had named Wilson as
their choice the convention should
stand by him.
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